
The indigenous peoples of the Americas contribute

to the wealth and diversity of the region through

their unique cultures, histories, and traditions.  In

many cases, their demographic, socio-economic, and

political circumstances create the need for special

measures if indigenous people are to reach their full

human potential.  At the Third Summit of the Americas in

Quebec City, leaders recognized that inclusion of

indigenous people in our societies and institutions

strengthens human rights, as well as our democracies,

economies, and civilizations.

While considerable progress has been made in the last

decade, our hemisphere must continue to strengthen

participation of indigenous peoples, communities, and

organizations, and to promote an open and continuous

dialogue between these groups and their respective governments.

The United States supports indigenous peoples and communities by acknowledging the value of their customs,

world views, and traditions; making educational services available and accessible for the indigenous; and promoting

and accommodating, as appropriate, their particular cultural, linguistic, and developmental needs. The U.S. is devel-

oping strategies, measures, and mechanisms aimed at ensuring the effective participation of indigenous peoples in

the design, implementation, and evaluation of comprehensive health plans, policies, systems, and other programs.

U . S .  A C T I O N S  T O  I M P L E M E N T  T H E  H E M I S P H E R E ’ S  A G E N D A

• The U.S. Government conducts informational consultations with representatives from tribal governments and

nations related to negotiations on the Inter-American Declaration on the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples.  

• The U.S. is working with the Inter-American Committee on Social Development to explore the applicability of

the Family and Child Education program for indigenous communities in the Americas, as developed by the

Bureau of Indian Affairs’ Office of Indian Education Programs.

• The U.S. supports the Health of Indigenous Peoples Initiative, promoted by the Pan-American Health Orga-

nization (PAHO), in assisting states and in consultation with indigenous peoples, to formulate integrated

public policies and health systems that foster the health of indigenous peoples.

INDIGENOUS PEOPLES: 
Promoting the Unique Cultures of the Americas

For more information, see http://usinfo.state.gov/regional/ar/summit (English) and http://usinfo.state.gov/espanol/cumbre/(Spanish/Espanol).

THE UNITED STATES AND THE SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

Indigenous women from different Latin American countries at the IV Latin
American Indigenous Women Meeting, held April 6, 2004, in Lima, Peru.
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